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The Food Security Strategic 
Plan

Bill 19-16 passed in July 2016 
requiring delivery of Food 
Security Plan by December 
2016

Plan development - Fall 2016

Plan released by the County 
Executive in January 2017



Poverty on the Rise

Montgomery County Poverty Rate - 2019 U.S. Census American Community Survey



2018 Maryland High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey/Youth Tobacco Survey 

(YRBS/YTS), Maryland Department of Health

Student Food Insecurity Disparities

*During the 12 months before the survey
†B > W, H > W (Based on t-test analysis, p < 0.05.)
All Hispanic students are included in the Hispanic category.  All other races are non-Hispanic.
This graph contains weighted results.



Potential Increased Long-Term 
Food Insecurity

6

2020 Projected Food 
Insecurity Rate 

13%

2018 → 2020
Change

+62%





Food Security Task Force

Mission:
• Increase the volume of food in the food assistance system; 

• Improve access to culturally appropriate and nutritious food by 
building the capacity of the food assistance network to store and 
strategically, safely, and efficiently distribute food to residents 
through home delivery and community pickup sites; and 

• To communicate information to residents on available resources 
and ensure residents are connected with available resources. 



more food to 
more people



Prepared Meals 
from local caterers and restaurants

Shelf-stable Foods & Pantry Items 
from local suppliers, distributed by Manna and CAFB

Increased Fresh Food 
from local farms and wholesalers

Victory Gardening & Community Farming
Provide resident access to yard and patio gardening 

supplies, space, and educational materials

10

more food



Increased Benefits Access 
expanding SNAP Outreach 

expanding Farmers Market Double Dollars

Leveraging Technology to Efficiently Scale
Web intake → Screening for services → Food Delivery

Getting the Word Out
Posters & Bus Advertisements

Digital Messaging,Traditional Paid & Earned Media

Community-level Engagement & Coordination
Community Food Resource Navigators

Community Food Hubs 11

to more people



Grants 

Food Access Grant 

Capacity Building Grant 

Community Gardens Grants

SNAP Outreach Grants 



Operations 

 Turning Strategy to Action

 Partnering with Food Providers

 USDA Farmers to Food Box Program

 Montgomery County Rice and Beans 

 Emergency Food Staples Program

 Senior Food Program

 Logistics Support (ABS, DGS, Contract

 Expand training and safety support

 Partnership development

 HUB Support and Growth



Food Access Call Center 

Do you need food during the COVID-19 emergency?

 montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19-food; 

 Call 311 and ask for the Food Access Call Center; 

 Online web form

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmontgomerycountymd.gov%2Fcovid19-food&data=02%7C01%7CLeah.Goldfine%40montgomerycountymd.gov%7C2306e8a5c7c742cdce6608d82d6fcacc%7C6e01b1f9b1e54073ac97778069a0ad64%7C0%7C0%7C637309305473429234&sdata=ayNsUOpsXotltiTYreZUvTzEPt8qF1MG%2FFt9jPsiL5o%3D&reserved=0


Public Food 

Info Text 

Alert

Text 
MoCoFood

to 888777



Public 

Private 

Partnerships 

Food for Montgomery 

Leveraging Private 
Funds 

$5M goal 



Mark Hodge

Mark.hodge@montgomerycountymd.gov

Susan Kornacki 

susan@mocofoodcouncil.org

Netta Squires

netta.squires@montgomerycountymd.gov
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